Postwar history of Japan (Politics)

SIaTeer! R Sfaed (Istetd)

1. Democracy in Japan

g. SIUTAAT Usllded

After Japan was defeated by the United States and other countries in World War 11,
1945, the democratic political system, which became the framework for the present-day
politics of Japan, was established at the initiative of the General Headquarters (GHQ) in
order to prevent Japan from being a party to war in the future. The prewar public
officials who were in influential positions were dismissed, and militarism was
abolished.
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(1) Promulgation of the Constitution of Japan (politics under the rule of law)
[Promulgated on November 3, 1946, and came into force on May 3, 1947]
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The draft of the Constitution of Japan was formulated by the GHQ and came into
effect according to the amendment procedures prescribed by the Constitution of

the Empire of Japan.
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i) Popular sovereignty
) STeTcep! FIETT

Popular sovereignty means that the ultimate decision-making authority
resides with the people. The Constitution of Japan prescribes that the



Emperor is “the symbol of the state and of the unity of the people,” and

provides that he should not participate in any government decisions.
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(cf. The Constitution of the Empire of Japan prescribed that sovereign power

resided with the emperor.)
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Respect for basic human rights
HAAHT AFATTIBR Ui FFATT

The Constitution of Japan granted all the people basic human rights,
including freedom of speech, thought, press, assembly, and association in
addition to the right to life, the right to education, and the three principal
labor rights (the right to organize, bargain, and strike). At the same time, the
Constitution of Japan stipulates the obligation to enable children to receive
education, the obligation to work, and the obligation to pay taxes. This
Constitution is the first to give women political suffrage.
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(cf. According to the Constitution of the Empire of Japan, citizens’ rights

were limited by laws.)
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iii) Renunciation of war
i) gg gReamT

The Constitution of Japan prescribed that war should not be adopted as a
means of settling international disputes, and armed forces will never be

maintained.
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- Self-Defense Forces -
- TCHIET o -

As international affairs evolved, the Japanese government established the
National Police Reserve in 1950 to create a national defense force that was
not to be used for military offensives against other countries. It was renamed
the Self-Defense Forces in 1954. In 2002 the total number of members of
the Ground, Maritime, and Air Self-Defense Forces reached approximately
240,000. The defense budget is about 5 trillion yen, which accounts for 6
percent of the general account budget. Recently members of the
Self-Defense Forces have been dispatched to foreign countries in order to
contribute to the UN peacekeeping operations and humanitarian relief

operations.
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